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AJB'ATZ' ENLACE QUICHE SELECTED AS WINNER IN WORLD SUMMIT AWARDS
Guatemalan Indigenous Organization Recognized for its
Work to Increase Mayan Participation in the Information Society
 
Quiché, Guatemala — September 20, 2005 — Ajb'atz' Enlace Quiché has been selected as one of five winners in the e-Inclusion category of the prestigious World Summit Award program.  The international World Summit jury presented their selection of the 40 best examples of e-Content after reviewing 1,000 products from 168 countries.
 
The winners will be recognized at an awards gala during the United Nations World Summit on the Information Society to be held from November 16 to 18 in Tunis.  Their work will be promoted during the Summit and later through multimedia productions and a road show.
 
“It is wonderful to be recognized, not just as a model initiative within Guatemala, but worldwide,” stated Ajb’atz’ Enlace Quiché’s founding president, Andrew Lieberman, upon learning of the judges’ decision.  “Beyond valuing our organization’s efforts, this decision also shows the importance that the international community is placing on including indigenous peoples, their cultures, and their languages in the Information Society.”
 
Ajb’atz’ Enlace Quiché works to help indigenous people cross the digital divide without leaving their language and culture behind.  The non-profit initiative is based in the Quiché region of Guatemala, which has an 84% Mayan population, who still suffer from the scars of a 36-year civil war and some of the lowest development indicators in the Western Hemisphere.  
 
Yet, Ajb’atz’ has shown the power that Information and Communications Technologies hold as a tool for development, especially when they are made available with content in local languages and built around local cultures.  Student multimedia projects about the local culture have been a source of pride for all involved, including teacher and parents.
 
“Cultural and linguistic diversity in cyberspace is just as important as bio-diversity is on Earth,” Lieberman added.  “We believe that the Mayans need to step boldly into the global village, embracing new economic models and building competitively.  However, it is well-documented that any marginalized group will be more successful in integration if their culture and special needs are valued and retained.  Our Mayan staff and board members are role models for future generations.  They think and work globally, but retain high self-esteem by valuing and promoting their culture.”
 
Lieberman finished by stating that “this worldwide recognition really belongs to the thousands of students and hundreds of teachers and community members that have invested their time, money, and energies in participating in Enlace Quiché’s activities.  They are the critical mass that inspires us to continue innovating.”
 
 
About Ajb’atz’ Enlace Quiché
Ajb’atz’ Enlace Quiché began functioning as a Guatemalan non-profit, non-governmental organization in 2003.  It’s mission is to help indigenous peoples reach their full potential through innovative uses of information and communication technologies.  Its key accomplishments include 28 bilingual intercultural educational technology centers, 14 interactive Mayan language CDs produced with schools and partner organizations, the www.ebiguatemala.org virtual community, and a demonstration community telecenter.  In 2003, the World Summit on the Information Society in Geneva recognized the Jun E (A Destiny) children’s CD as one of the best digital contents in the world.  In 2004, Enlace Quiché’s founding president, Andrew Lieberman, was recognized as a Tech Museum Laureate.  Enlace Quiché is presently working to build its Community Telecenter model (CETEBI Comunitario) into a self-sustaining, replicable model adapted to the special needs of providing relevant training and content for rural indigenous populations.  Enlace has received funding and support from USAID, the Academy for Educational Development, Institute for Connectivity in the Americas, Global Heritage Fund, Microsoft, and others.  It recently began a sponsorship program to allow individuals to provide training courses for rural, indigenous youth.   
 
Please help  us help more Mayans cross the digital divide by donating online at:  http://s1.amazon.com/exec/varzea/pay/T2NCN6BFUW8S1F/104-0711788-9687914
 
For more information on Ajb’atz’ Enlace Quiché, visit, www.enlacequiche.org.gt or write info@enlacequiche.org.gt 
 
 
About The World Summit Award
The World Summit Award (WSA) is a global contest for selecting and promoting the World’s best e-contents and applications. It sees the bridging of the Digital Divide and narrowing of the Content Gap as its overall goal and – as of today - involves representatives from 168 countries on each continent. Putting its focus on cultural identity and diversity, the WSA looks for multimedia projects that effectively and creatively work with quality contents and digitalise educational, scientific and cultural heritage. It is held in the framework of and in cooperation with the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS).  
 
WSA will promote the winners’ work world wide throughout 2006 and 2007 in the WSA Best Contents Catalogue, the DVD-ROM, the WSA Website, Press releases and events, as well as in the framework of the WSA Road Show which is planned to take place in over 25 countries.
 
For more information on the World Summit Award, visit http://www.wsis-award.org 
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